Tuesday,  February  19,  1980.  A  Medical  Society  Publication  #20. 


WHAT  ABOUT  TEXTBOOKS? 

The  Problem  -  Medical  textbooks  have  been  increasing  in  price 
at  an  alarming  rate  within  the  last  few  years.  Professors 
are  generally  unaware  of  the  price  when  they  select  textbooks. 
Students  feel  obligated  to  purchase  these  books  on  the  basis 
of  these  recommendations  when  suitable  alternative  choices 
which  are  less  expensive  may  exist.  Students  often  do  not 
have  the  opportunity  to  benefit  from  the  experience  of  higher 
years  in  choosing  books,  due  to  lack  of  communication. 

Examples  of  Recent  Prices  of  Textbooks  -  *denotes  new  edition 


PUBLISHER 

TEXTBOOK 

Med.Yr. 

1977 

1978 

1979 

MOSBY 

LEVINE-COLOR  ATLAS  DERMATOGY 

Ill 

24.00 

28.75 

33.00 

-YEARBOOK 

STEWART-  DERMATOLOGY 

III 

- 

*27.85 

44.00 

RIFKIN-FUNDAMENTALS  OF 

III 

10.45 

12.10 

17.95 

LIPPINCOTT 

HEMATOLOGY 

ROITT-ESSENTIAL  IMMUNOLOGY 

II 

9.95 

10.50 

13.25 

BATES-GUIDE  TO  PHYS.  EXAM. 

II 

20.50 

20.50 

*27.00 

HAM-  HISTOLOGY 

I 

31.00 

32.50 

*42.00 

BREWI S-LECTURE  NOTES  ON  RESP. 

II 

11.00 

13.50 

10.75 

SAUNDERS 

VAUGHAN-PEDIATRICS 

II, III 

33.75 

41.40 

*54.00 

ROBBINS-PATHOLOCY 

II, III 

29.85 

33.95 

*47.40 

MacMILLAN 

GRANT-ATLAS  OF  ANATOMY 

I 

30.00 

*34.95 

39.95 

STEDMAN-DICTTONARY 

ALL 

26.75 

32.95 

34.50 

SALTER-MUSCULOSKELETAL 

III 

25.85 

30.00 

32.50 

McGRAW  - 

HARRISON-INTERNAL  MEDICINE 

II, III 

40.75 

47.40 

*56.25 

HILL 

COLLIER- 

DEGOWIN2-  BEDSIDE  DIAGNOSIS 

II 

15.95 

17.25 

21.50 

MacMILLAN 

GOODMAN-  PHARMACOLOGY 

II, III 

37.50 

39.00 

48.50 

HcGREDDIE-  BASIC  SUECERY 

III 

18.50 

18.50 

23.75 

In  studying  these  figures,  there  are  many  factors  which  contribute 
co  the  rising  prices  such  as  the  decline  of  the  Canadian  dollar,  the 
U. S.  and  Canadian  inflation  rate  and  increases  in  cost  of  labour, 
paper  and  binding.  Almost  all  books  are  imported  from  the  U.S. 

However,  one  may  question  why  the  price  increases  have  not  been 
uniform.  The  price  Increase  of  new  editions  can  range  from  132  to 
40% — even  within  the  same  publishing  company,  the  pricing  policy  does 
not  seem  consistent.  There  may  well  be  justification  for  these 
policies  and  we  should  pursue  the  matter  with  the  publishers. 

Regardless  of  reasons,  behind  price  increases,  i':  is  obvious  tltat 
our  books  have  br  eome  very  costly  commodities  and  we  should  become 
more  discriminating  consumers.  W.B.  Saunders  has  already  announced 
a  20%  increase  on  April  1st  and  other  publishers  will  undoubtedly 
raise  their  prices  in  the  spring. 

What  is  being  done 

1)  A  group  of  Year  II  students  have  been  speaking  with  the  heads 
of  Year  III  courses-  to  explain  the  situation  and  to  seek 
alternative  choices  to  certain  textbooks.  Ideally,  printed  sylla¬ 
buses  are  preferred  but  it  is  difficult  to  have  them  prepared. 

2)  Questionnaires  will  be  distributed  to  Year  II  and  Year  III  students 
regarding  their  opinions  on  their  textbooks.  The  results  from  the 
questionnaires  will  serve  as  guidelines  for  future  medical  classes 
to  enable  more  intelligent  decisions  about  their  books.  It  also 
will  provide  feedback  to  the  professors  and  give  us  some  information 
in  dealing  with  them. 

It  is  hoped  that  in  several  subjects,  a  general  reference  book  such 
as  Harrison's  will  be  as  suitable  as  several,  expensive,  smaller  books 
which  deal  only  with  one  particular  subject. 

3)  I  have  been  informed  by  the  Medical  Book  Store  that  if  fall  orders 
can  be  placed  before  the  end  of  March,  it  is  very  possible  we  will 
be  able  to  avoid  the  spring  price  increase.  Early  orders  could  save 
10-20%. 

4)  A  book  exchange  day  has  been  suggested  for  the  fall.  This  would 
provide  an  opportunity  for  students  to  sell  and  buy  books. 

5'  Other  Medical  Schools  have  been  contacted  and  we  hope  to  exchange 
Ideas  on  possible  actions. 

What  You  can  Do 

FILL  OUT  THE  QUESTIONNAIRE — IT  WILL  BENEFIT  ALL  OP  US! 


Brad  Strauss. 


BOAT  PEOPLE  FUND : 


You  may  be  wondering  what  happened  to  the  $2500  8T1,  8T2  and 
8T3  raised  last  October.  Well,  needless  to  say,  the  bureau¬ 
cratic  wheels  move  slowly.  The  money  was  deposited  into  the 
Brahmsgate  Refugee  Plan  Account  which  raised  the  balance  to  ove 
$5000-  Originally,  $Z500  had  been  raised  by  a  group  of  70  res¬ 
idents  in  a  town-house-condiminiuu  complex.  Immigration  was 
not  satisfied  with  that  amount,  and  until  our  money  was  dep¬ 
osited  would  not  allow  them  tc  sponsor  a  family.  With  our  mon¬ 
ey,  their  application  was  granted  and  the  Brahmsgate  group  was 
told  that  a  family  of  four  would  be  arriving  in  early  1980. 

A  basement  apartment  In  the  Don  Mills-Lawrence  area  has  been 
donated  from  the  Brahmsgate  group  aud  our  money  will  be  used 
to  provide  a  language  training  program  for  the  adults  and  a 
food  and  transportation  allowance  until  the  parents  find  work. 
The  children  will  attend  the  local  school  and  the  whole  family 
will  receive  free  OHIP  for  their  first  6  months  in  Ontario. 

Any  remaining  money  will  be  directed  towards  other  refugee  fam¬ 
ilies. 

Now  all  we  need  is  the  family.  The  latest  word  from  Immig¬ 
ration  promised  February,  but  they  have  a  reputation  for  buing 
slow  and  have  been  known  to  give  less  than  24  hours  notice 
announcing  a  family’s  arrival.  So  they'll  be  arriving  any  day 
now  and  as  soon  as  the  Brahmsgate  people  hear  anything,  they'll 
let  us  know. 

Miriam  Myers  8T2. 


ARTS  AND  LETTERS  MDSIC  NIGHT: 

Friday  evening,  March  28.  Your  last  chance  this  year  to  come  out  of 
the  musical  closet!  If  you  make  music  of  any  kind,  solo,  accompanied, 
duet,  or  in  a  group,  we  need  you.  Last  year,  our  cochlear  nerves  were 
delighted  by  the  sweet  sounds  of  classical,  jazz,  folk,  country  and 
pop,  to  name  a  few.  If  music  be  the  food  of  life,  play  on!  Inter¬ 
ested  In  making  music  with  us?  Please  get  in  touch  with  Simon  lu 
(447-2703),  Marko  Duic  (481-7551),  or  David  Crookston  (922-9624). 

JEWISH  CULTURAL  NIGHT  -  To-night,  Feb.  20,  7:00-9:30 
Alumni  Lounge  -  don't  miss  it! 


WRITING  CONTEST  -  Judge  is  Ellen  Sokoloff,  Editor  for 
Redpath  Industries;  please  have  entries  In  by  March  12. 


YEARBOOK  REFERENDUM: 


Yi 


Attention  students  of  8T1,  8T2,  8T3  and  Art  as  Applied  to  Medicine! 

You  are  being  asked  to  vote  in  a  referendum  held  on  Monday,  Feb.  25  re¬ 
garding  the  existence,  format  and  cost  of  the  1980-81  yearbook. 

You  may  vote  for  only  one  of  the  following  statements: 

1. )l  approve  of  an  increase  of  §2  in  students'  fees  to  maintain  the  year¬ 

book  in  its  current  format. 

2. ) I  do  not  approve  of  a  fee  increase,  and  realize  that  an  altered  format 

will  be  necessary. 

3. )I  do  not  feel  that  the  yearbook  is  worth  the  $6  I  currently  pay,  and 

would  like  to  see  the  yearbook  discontinued. 

According  to  the  Treasurer  and  the  Yearbook  Editors,  here  is  what  you 
should  know  before  you  vote: 

A. ) At  present,  $6  of  your  $25  student  fee  goes  DIRECTLY  towards  your  year¬ 

book.  Statement  #1  would  mean  that  your  student  fees  would  go  up  to 
$27  total  (an  82  increase,  making  the  yearbook  29. 6%  of  your  annual  stu¬ 
dent  fees).  No  other  club  or  Med.  Society  function  would  lose  support 
due  to  the  yearbook  budget  increase.  The  increase  would  be  used  to  keep 
up  with  inflation  only,  not  to  improve  the  format. 

B.  )The  1979-80  yearbook  will  be  unaffected  by  this  referendum. 

C. )Statement  #2  will  buy  you  a  $6  yearbook,  however,  due  to  inflation,  it 

will  be  of  lower  quality  binding  and/or  paper. 

D. ) Statement  #3  would  mean  that  no  yearbook  would  be  made  and  your  student 

fees  would  drop  to  $19. 

E. )In  addition  to  the  DIRECT  $6/student  from  student  fees,  the  Medical 

Society  has  also  dipped  into  its  savings  to  pay  off  the.  yearbook' s  debts 
— $5000  in  the  last  2  years. 

This  INDIRECT  coot  made  the  1978-79  yearbook  total  cost  roughly  $9.50 
per  copy.  The  1979-80  debt  is  projected  to  be  at  least  $3500  ($3.50 
per  copy). 

F.  )The  Camera  Club  will  not  be  affected  by  this  referendum. 

Beth  Reade  8T2 

Chief  Returning  Officer. 

TUITION  FEE  INCREASE: 

What  do  you  think  of  the  new  tuition  fee  increases?  Are  they 
justified? 

Find  out  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  26  when  Dr.  Bette  Stephenson,  Minister  of 
Education  comes  to  Convocation  Hall  at  high  noon.'  These  increases  are 
going  to  hurt  you  the  most! 


Scott  Donaghue. 


